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Course objectives:

Students acquire theoretical and practical competences in the analysis of gender relations in
agricultural contexts, understanding gender as intersectional and in context with local and global
circumstances. Questions of a sustainable use of natural resources in agriculture, especially in the
production of food, are discussed from a gender perspective. Students become familiar with the history
of the discipline and the development of the subject area from research on women in rural development
and the research topic of gender and environment to feminist agro-food studies. From an agricultural
economic perspective, the integration of gender into agrarian value chains is examined. Students are
provided with an overview of basic theories and approaches of gender studies and their
operationalisation in agricultural sciences. Acquiring methodological competence is another important
element of the study programme.

Teaching content/subject-specific gender studies content:

The core concern of gender studies in agricultural science is:

pointing out the construction of gender in agricultural practice (in academic as well as in
production and consumption practices),
the visualisation and exploration of gender relations and practical and strategic gender needs
(cf. Carolin Moser) in various political, social, cultural and geographical contexts of agriculture.

In order to achieve this, we suggest to include the following issues into the curricula:

The history of the discipline and professional practice areas of agricultural sciences and gender studies

While the focus of agricultural research was initially on the living and working conditions of women in
rural areas, from the 1990s onwards gender became a key category of research. Thus, on the one
hand other categories of inequality such as class, ethnicity or age have become subjects of analysis, on
the other hand attention has been drawn to the international relevance of agricultural practice and
gender relations. Thus, not only the practice in the Global South should be given attention, but a
geographical enlargement should take place. There are parallels to the paradigm shifts in development
research, where there has been a shift from "women in development" (WID) to "gender and
development" (GAD) to gender mainstreaming. These developmental steps are still an important part of
the feminist discussion in agricultural and development research, as they highlight the historical
genuineness of scientific concepts as well as the important role of gender studies in a more
differentiated analysis. In a global context, the gender perspective is well recognized in resource
management and agriculture. In Germany, however, an institutionalisation of the gender perspective is
still far from being established.

Another important topic is the relevance of gender in professional practice. Are there gender-specific
requirements for certain professions and to what extent is professional practice gendered? Here,
different labour market conditions in various areas (study courses, research institutions, agricultural
enterprises) must be considered and their effects on individual employment processes analysed.

New perspectives: feminist agro-food studies

Agriculture and food are interdisciplinary subject areas that interrelate with social, cultural, natural and
environmental sciences and are jointly referred to as "agro-food studies". Feminist agro-food studies
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offer both theoretical as well as methodological approaches that can be used for combining agricultural
sciences and gender studies.

With the newly emerging field of feminist agro-food studies the research focus in agricultural studies
has been extended. This is highly significant from a gender perspective and has been promoted by
gender researchers. However, these developments are still in the initial stage and yet to be established.

1. One extension of scope reflects the trend to consider consumers' practices and preferences, as
reflected in the integration of agricultural and food studies as agro-food studies. In emerging
alternative food networks (AFNs), for example, in which producers can be consumers likewise,
the term "prosumers" has been conceptualised. Thus, a strict distinction between production
and consumption is slowly fading and non-economic, reproductive activities are made visible.
This is particularly important from the perspective of gender as the interweaving of productive
and reproductive work has a long tradition in feminist economic criticism and has been and still
is of importance for care practices.

2. The increasing urbanisation and the growing practice of urban agriculture reveals a second
expanded scope of research and analysis. Agriculture is not only seen as a rural phenomenon,
but is equally present in urban contexts. The potential of urban agriculture and, more generally,
of urban alternative food networks aiming at food sovereignty, social-ecological sustainability
and social cohesion, is relevant from both a gender and intersectional perspective. A gender-
based analysis can uncover unequal access to such networks and unequal control and use of
natural resources as well as processes and rationalities of inclusion and exclusion.

3. A third extension of scope refers to the debate on agency. A classic starting point of analyses of
gender and agriculture is the idea that women are perceived as being oppressed and
marginalised in the gender hierarchy. Here, a much needed reinterpretation takes place (in
parts), which can be subsumed under the term "agency". The term describes that there are
options for action and room to manoeuvre, that people are creative and can actively shape their
lives instead of just being passive. Parto Teherani-Krönner calls these scopes of action "free
spaces in the realm of necessities" (translation by authors). With this empowering point of view,
a positive connotation of the (care) work of women is put into focus understanding producers
and consumers as subjects capable of action. This also shifts their position towards a more
influencing role in the food system. A conceptual approach that connects here is the discussion
on food sovereignty, which calls for a democratic and solidary social participation in the food
system and thus a repoliticisation of production and consumption.

To summarise, on the one hand there is a trend towards a more diverse concept of agricultural practice,
which includes gender aspects; on the other hand, there is a persistence of traditional gender
responsibilities, norms and stereotypes in agriculture, which requires a continuous and critical debate
on gender inequalities.

Scientific criticism and methodology in agricultural sciences

Well-founded knowledge of methods is mandatory for understanding agricultural living and working
conditions as well as the embeddedness of food in environmental, socio-cultural and political contexts.
Here, gender research positions itself as a critical discipline, which sheds light on current methods and
asks to what extent scientific research practices are embedded in power relations and dominant
discourses. Feminist research has been addressing this issue since the 1980s by focusing on the
construction and generation of knowledge.
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Research-based learning and application-oriented studies, which take different methodological
approaches into account, are at the centre of gender studies. Agriculture, the environment and food are
very useful areas of practice for gender research. The demand for an agricultural turnaround towards
sustainability can be very well combined with elements of feminist critique since an agricultural change
also requires new methods of research. Here, gender-sensitive methods of development research
(participatory methods/"Participatory Rural Appraisal" (PRA), action research) and approaches (e.g.
feminist criticism, post-colonial theories) can be fruitful. Although Carolin Moser's approach is criticised
for its developmental orientation and lack of structural change, her concept of practical and strategic
gender needs provides a useful empirical framework for exploring gender relations in agricultural
practice.

Integration of gender studies content into the curriculum:

Gender-related research is relevant in all areas of agricultural studies and should be integrated at all
levels of the courses. We recommend the introduction of the analysis framework at an early stage of
studies, e.g. in introductory modules. In order to raise students' awareness and interest for gender
issues at an early stage, it is recommendable to spend one or two sessions on "Agriculture and
Gender" into the introductory modules. Since subject-specific teaching staff and subject areas with an
explicit gender focus are still rare, we recommend cooperation with other departments and to
encourage students to visit gender-specific courses, e.g. in the cultural and social sciences.
Cooperative methodology modules also allow the introduction of the category of gender at an early
stage.

It is advisable to offer specific (sub)modules on gender issues in agricultural sciences, either at the
beginning of the study courses or at an advanced degree stage, e.g. in preparation for the Bachelor's or
Master's thesis.

At the beginning of the study courses:

Lecture or seminar: "Introduction to Agricultural Sciences and Gender"

theoretical approaches and feminist theories
Why is a gender perspective relevant to agricultural sciences?
introduction of research fields

At an advanced degree stage:

Seminar: "Methods of Gender Analysis in Agricultural Sciences"

female research pioneers of the subject
feminist science theories and criticism
qualitative and participatory methodology
testing methodologies and steps of data analysis

Specialisation modules on different topics

Examples:

food sovereignty and gender
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natural resources, biodiversity and gender
agriculture and food politics from a gender perspective
political economy and gender
environment, sustainability and gender

Degree Stage:

Introductory modules should be offered at the beginning of both Bachelor's and Master's degree
courses, taking the level of knowledge of the students into account. The methodology seminar and the
specialisation module should be offered at Master's level.
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